


“On Making our Mark” 

 

Dear Marita,  

A while back I wrote a chapter outline for a writing project based on the five marks, queries 
and advices of the Seeds Covenant.   

To be honest, I’ve been more interested in living this than ever writing about it.  Lately, 
however, I have been convinced that it may be of some value to myself and others to reflect 
on the substance of the conversations, connections and commitments that created the 
Seeds Covenant.  Thanks for offering to be a conversation partner. 

Given Seeds is shaped around five marks, I thought that ‘On Making our Mark ‘sounded like 
a pithy title for an introduction.   There are four aspects of ‘mark-making’ I think are 
significant for Seeds. 

Firstly, ‘making our mark’ is a cultural statement – a ‘seedy’ Gen X/Y statement to Baby 
Boomers.   Mark Davis suggests that “age-based categories such as Generation X and Y are 
useful when it comes to mapping the particular economic and social experiences of a given 
cohort, but notoriously unreliable when it comes to mapping values and attitudes.”  

The marketing-driven context of late capitalism has done well at dividing us up into distinct 
generations and, while this type of conversation is notoriously white and urban, it is a part 
of who I am and the Seeds Network for the most part. 

For want of a better cultural descriptor, I’m interested in picking up themes of Douglas 
Coupland’s 1991, Generation X  - Tales for an Accelerated Culture and Mark Davis’ 1997 
Gangland: Cultural Elites and the New Generationalism and using them to describe 
dynamics that have played out in Melbourne’s culture of ‘radical discipleship’.   

These dynamics have moved from the counter-culture ‘‘Jesus Movements” of the 1970s 
through the ‘emerging’ and the fresh ‘missional’ church expressions of more recent times.  
It’s also a discussion of the role, positive and negative, that digital culture, new media and 
the information revolution have played in shaping our sense of worship, community and 
discipleship and particular generational debates around the significance of what is broadly 
described as ‘The New Monasticism’. 

Of course, as Wendell Berry reminds us, there is no culture without ‘agri-culture’, separate 
from how we eat.  There’s nothing more fundamental to our humanity than how we 
produce and consume,  so any cultural statement is also an economic statement.  

Ched Myers has often described the ‘scars’ in the landscape left by the technological 
generations of history’s imperial project.  In 1990, I remember dramatically quitting 
Christian Union at university to join the Environmental Youth Alliance formed in response to 
the charismatic, doomsday preaching of David Suzuki.   Of course, global consensus-building 
on the reality of climate change has, like Seeds, been much slower in emerging over the past 
20 years.    

Bill Clinton won a presidential campaign in 1992 over the sabre-rattling patriotism of George 
Bush Snr with the mantra ‘It’s the Economy, Stupid’.  Much of what Seeds is has been 



shaped by the harder, slower work of understanding and practising the mantra, ‘What is the 
kingdom/economy of God like ... ?’ 

Seeds has been shaped by Know, grow, go ...  slow.  It has been intent on making more 
humble economic ‘marks’ in the landscape in relationship with traditional, tribal cultures, 
the slow food movement, our relationship with inherited Christendom buildings or Banksy-
style graffiti as marks of resistance to the dominance of empire. 

Thirdly, ‘making our mark’ points to a description of the Seeds Covenant as a ‘first half of 
life’s work project’.   

Seeds has been a process of young, largely 20 and 30-somethings passionately questioning, 
deconstructing and re-constructing both theoretically and sociologically.  In his book, Falling 
Upward, Richard Rohr describes the importance of the distinct spiritual work he describes as 
the two halves of one’s life.  He describes the first half as building the container of our lives.  
The Seeds Covenant has been this container for me, alongside the morphing of ideas and 
concepts from other ‘container’ work, particularly Ched Myers’ Who Will Roll Away the 
Stone?, Tim Costello’s Tips from a Travelling Soul Searcher and Peter Chapman’s Common 
Life. 

Finally, ‘making our mark’ is a statement about how a relationship with the stories of the 
Bible and the Spirit that inspired them has shaped the Seeds spirituality and charism.   

I quite literally ‘made my mark’  when inspired by Clarence Jordan’s Cotton Patch Version I 
The ‘Gospel of Vic’, written in the winter of 1999 at the height of the ‘heroin crisis’ and in 
the cultural war zone of  the last days of the Kennett Government’s controversial reign over 
Victoria.  

The post-modern shift has empowered us with narrative and socio-political ways of reading 
and re-reading ourselves and our relationship to the ancient stories. 

This has led to new ways of understanding what truth means – not just ideas or words on a 
page, but a tangible, whole-of-life experience of the living Spirit of Christ, incarnated and 
embodied within our own personal and political bodies.    

This is how I see Seeds has been ‘making its mark’ in our bodies, our neighbourhoods and 
broader movements. 

Much grace and peace, 

Marx 

 

  



Seeds Bendigo 

 

 

The Greek philosopher 

Heraclitus (534-474BC) is 

credited with the saying, 

“Change is the only constant 

in life”, and he could have 

been talking about Seeds. 

It’s certainly the case in Bendigo – not dramatically so, but in an evolutionary way. 

Dave is doing some solid thinking about how St Matthew’s should look in 20-30 years’ time and is 

calling for a meeting of minds soon to thrash out some ideas.  He also recently set up a detailed 

online survey to gather ideas from friends and contacts in Bendigo. 

Dave is also still talking with the Anglican Diocese and Urban Seed about possible connections for 

the future, so we would appreciate prayers for that process as it slowly moves ahead. 

In July, Seeds Bendigo hosted a forum at St Matthew’s in partnership with Pace e Bene Australia, an 

organisation promoting non-violence through educational materials and community workshops. 

The guest speakers were Wes Howard Brook and Sue Ferguson Johnson, from the US.  Wes, a former 

lawyer, and Sue, a psychologist, spoke under the theme, “Creation vs Empire”, focusing on where 

the values of the world clash with those of the Kingdom of God.  They amply demonstrated their 

broad knowledge of the Bible and gave everyone present plenty to think about.  The discussion was 

quite spirited! 

In August, we joined with other Christians in Bendigo for a special service on Refugee Sunday, where 

Ms Papuana Motte, herself a refugee from West Papua, told her dramatic story. 

With its mix of music, stories and readings, the service effectively impressed upon its hearers the 

message of acceptance and welcome so starkly absent among our political leaders. 

Our regular activities are still going strong:  Toy Library, now under Anthea’s charge after Delwyn 

resumed part-time work, is growing steadily and a craft group has drawn in a number of local 

people. 

St Matthew’s is also used during the week by a playgroup, Praxis students, Hiphopportunities 

dancers, street artists and Dave’s local youth group. 

A local landscape designer is currently working with volunteers at the church to bring about 

innovations such as a pizza oven, new seating area, new plantings and a sandpit and federal funding 

has been secured to enable this work. 



Next school holidays, kidspace.fun will run again for two days, after a successful try-out in July.  This 

is a program filled with kids’ activities, music, singing, a memory verse and games, strongly 

supported by our good friends from the Cornerstone Community. 

 

The free barbecue we put on last time attracted a large crowd and provided many opportunities to 

meet the neighbours! 

On Friday, November 8, we are planning our Spring Garden Festival at St Matt’s, with musicians, 

garden advice, plant sales, demonstrations and much more. 

Kylie is leading the organisation of that one, with a small team of helpers.   

On a personal note, Ali and Di have sold 

their house, bought a caravan and intend to 

move to their 19-acre block at Mandurang 

later this year to build their eco-home and 

hope to move towards community living in 

the future. 

BJ has been in touch from Cambodia a 

couple of times lately and intends coming 

back to Australia briefly in mid-October for 

her sister’s wedding.  Her first stop, though, 

will be a few days in Long Gully catching up 

with the Seeds crew and other friends there. 

Pearl’s baptism 

Lindy still pops into Bendigo now and then – most recently, for a Seeds dinner at the Turnbulls, 

bringing with her two pet rabbits!  Lindy has offered to help with child-minding when the Seeds 

adults have a retreat day at her place in November.  

Please pray for us in Bendigo – not only for the activities we plan, but also that we might all be 

constantly reminded – in the midst of busy work and family lives – of why we are here. 

A particular concern is how to integrate several people who are hoping to move into Long Gully next 

year.  Those newcomers are not sure to what extent they want to be involved in Seeds, but we 

would want to welcome them anyway. 

Colin 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Seeds Retreat 2013  



Seeds Footscray 

 

It was a pleasure and a privilege to be invited to speak at Chelsea Church of Christ on Sunday, 25 

August.  This is a little excerpt: 

Ephesians 2:19-22 (The Message) says: 

This kingdom of faith is now your home country. You belong here … God is building a 

home. He is using you in what he is building. He used the apostles and prophets for 

the foundation. Now he's using you, fitting you in brick by brick, stone by stone, with 

Jesus as the cornerstone that holds everything together. We see it taking shape day 

after day...   

God is building a home. He is using you in what he is building.  

That’s what Urban Seed/Seeds/Chelsea Church of Christ is about: It’s about 

providing good earth, where people can put down some roots and grow; it’s about 

providing spaces where people who feel homeless can experience connectedness 

while on the journey to grow home.  The conversations, connections and 

commitments we share are the bricks we have to build with. 

We celebrate and feel challenged by the ways in which we continue to experience home in this inner 

city neighbourhood. 

A major highlight was the surprise 40th birthday for Long, the planning of which took much ingenuity 

and creativity in the lead-up in creating diversions, decorations, music lists, cakes ... We delighted in 

being able to celebrate together- rocking out at our local bowls club! 

 

 
Poor Naomi had a really unpleasant interaction with someone that made it difficult to feel safe 
walking home ... processing that and knowing how to respond are still unfolding from the suggestion 
of a petition for more lights to a prayer walk through the neighbourhood making words of love and 
peace out of seed pods, bark, broken glass, leaves, a stick or stone - in mud, sand, on pavings, bricks 
and fences of laneways and main ways... subtle but we know they’re there ... a reassurance that, in 
the midst of what is broken and dirty, what is natural and what is built, God is present there with us 
and cares deeply for us, our neighbours and the places we call home. 
 
Urban Seed and CSBC have been running a three-week sermon series reflecting on the Micah 6.8 
passage ‘And what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, to love mercy and to walk humbly 



with God?’ Chris kicked off the series reflecting on how, as partners in education and advocacy, what 
does it mean ‘to do justice’? A nice link has been forged by Nat picking up a day a week on Urban 
Seed’s Edge youth program. 
 
We also enjoyed Seeds Retreat, a renewal of the conversations, connections and commitments we 
share. It was particularly special being able to have Minh, Long, Eden and Bron with us – we are so 
grateful  for the ways these companions share life with us as we journey on the Way and keep us 
company as the story unfolds! 
 
Prayer points: 
 

 For Ewen, who heads to Vietnam with his class next week, 
we hope that he remains safe and well throughout and this 
experience provides a richness of culture, friendship and 
good food! And Marita, also travelling, as she leaves behind 
swanning about sunny beaches and settles into Glasgow for 
a semester of social work study. 
 

 For Katherine, who has finished her role with Volunteering 
Victoria, recently crammed two units for her Masters, then 
started a new role with Department of Human Services – and 
for all of the Koesasi-Lacey clan through this period of 
transition. 
 
 

 For Marcus and Rachael – a special meeting 
was held at Newmarket Baptist Church late 
in August nominating Marcus as a suitable 
candidate for ordination to Baptist ministry 
in Victoria.  Rach received a digital piano 
with weighted keys for her birthday and 
their vocation in the ‘new market’ continues 
to grow. 
 

 For Bron, who is metaphorically and actually 
looking for ‘home’ in Footscray: we hope 
God is preparing a place of stability and 
nourishment for her and that it is revealed 
in a timely manner! 

 

Talitha 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151743910328758&set=a.10151743910013758.1073741827.649318757&type=3&src=https%3A%2F%2Ffbcdn-sphotos-h-a.akamaihd.net%2Fhphotos-ak-prn2%2F971591_10151743910328758_1241398373_n.jpg&size=640%2C960
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151743910328758&set=a.10151743910013758.1073741827.649318757&type=3&src=https%3A%2F%2Ffbcdn-sphotos-h-a.akamaihd.net%2Fhphotos-ak-prn2%2F971591_10151743910328758_1241398373_n.jpg&size=640%2C960


From BJ in Cambodia 

Being here in Cambodia makes me 

realise how fortunate I am to be a 

part of the Seeds community back 

home.  

I am not really doing it tough here 

all the time, but find myself in a 

place where I am among the most 

fortunate in this society and I 

struggle to know with what to do 

with that.  

I think of Bor, my co-worker. His 

sacrifice and struggle are more than 

I have ever known, yet here it is 

more common than, well, rice. The grace and dignity he demonstrates is a lesson for me each day. I 

only hope that in my time here I can bring as much to his life as he and his wife have brought to 

mine.  

One Sunday recently, I joined Bor – one of my closest friends here – and his wife for dinner at his 

"rental apartment", as he refers to it. 

I mostly listen and ask questions as we talk about money, families and love.  

They met when he worked elsewhere – her cooking won him over. Now he returns home after a 

long day, apologising for not bringing home a bigger pay cheque, as they can't afford the foods she 

once cooked. She tells him she doesn't mind – when he gets home, his jokes soon put a smile on her 

face. 

The reality is that, living on just $130 a month after rent and taxes, they don't have enough to meet 

the nutritional needs of a grown man and his pregnant wife. She regularly passes up on meals.  

The anxiety he feels is palpable, visible in the rapidly appearing grey hairs – how will he care for his 

wife and daughter? He wants to find a better house to rent, one without rats running rampant, 

where he won’t have to worry about his baby girl being bitten.  

The list of needs and of aspirations goes on.  Bor tells me of plans, if only he could work more, or cut 

back further, but the margins are too thin already.  

Answering to the demands of a 24/7 hotline, with a 40-hour working week and a night on/night off 

roster, where is the time for a second job? 

If only love was enough, my friend would be one of the richest people I know. 

 



Upcoming dates of interest 
 
 
In honour of the 50th anniversary of Martin 
Luther King’s famous speech, Collins Street 
Baptist Church and Urban Seed have invited: 
 
Adam Bandt, Federal Member of Melbourne 
Jessie Taylor, Barrister & Refugee Advocate 
Father Bob Maguire, ‘Larrikin Priest’ & Social 
Activist 
 
...to share their dream for this city and 
society. 
 
Rev Carolyn Francis from Collins Street 
Baptist Church will be moderating the conversation. 
 
When: Tuesday 29 October 2013 
Where: Collins Street Baptist Church, 174 Collins Street Melbourne 
Details: Entry donation $10 ($5 concession), in support of Urban Seed 

 
 
 
 
  

Please consider financially supporting the Seeds Network 
 
 
The Seeds Network does wonderful work in neighbourhoods across Victoria, we have a simple structure 
that supports connections and shares resources between those who are members.  We have a vision for 

a structure that supports a paid role half a day a week that gets someone’s best energy focused on 
resourcing the network so the network is enriched to serve others well. 

 
Contributions/tithes can be made to: 
 
Saltbush Community Initiatives Inc 
Reference: "Seeds Network" 
BSB - 633000 
Account - 131922296 
 

Please note that these contributions are NOT tax deductible. 



 
 
 

   A Different Way 9-15 November and inner city Melbourne    
Spend a week exploring Christian alternatives in areas of money, employment, 

consumption, sustainability, family, community, care for creation and serving the poor. The 
week will be split between time in country Victoria and inner city Melbourne, hanging out 

with a couple of Christian communities exploring a new way of living.  Cost: $100, 
Registrations close 26 October. 
Greg Hewson greg@tear.org.au 

 
 

   Seeds Network Bush Bash 23-24 November (Bendigo)    
more details to come as the event draws nearer. 

 

http://www.tear.org.au/act/deeps/a-different-way
http://www.tear.org.au/act/deeps/a-different-way
mailto:greg@tear.org.au


 
 

By Christop Booth 
 
 
 

 
I was shocked at how 
the discussion of 
Australia’s treatment 
of asylum seekers 
progressed (or 
perhaps regressed) in 
the lead-up to the 
recent federal 
election.  
 

I think what happened all comes down to whether we remember our national story and 
how we remember it. It's important we don't allow the more fearful voices within our 
society to be the only patriots, the only voices who tell our story. 
 
In the Hebrew scriptures, the people of Israel are constantly being told to remember they 
were slaves and aliens in Egypt and that this story should shape how they respond to aliens 
in their own land.  
 
The Hebrew word often translated as ‘alien’ is גר or ger, referring to someone who was a 
newcomer in the land, or who was living in the land temporarily.  
 
Since land ownership in Israel was an inherited right (you couldn’t permanently buy or sell 
land), these gerim (the plural form) were at a disadvantage. 
 
These are a few things the Hebrew scriptures say about the gerim: 
 
You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien [ger], for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. 
(Exodus 22:21) 
 
You shall not oppress a resident alien [ger]; you know the heart of an alien [ger], for you 
were aliens [ger] in the land of Egypt. (Exodus 23:9) 
 
When an alien [ger] resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress him. 
The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall 
love him as yourself, for you were aliens [gerim] in the land of Egypt: I am the 
Lord your God. (Leviticus 19:33-34) 
 
You shall not deprive a resident alien [ger] or an orphan of justice; you shall not take a 
widow’s garment in pledge. Remember you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord your God 
redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this. 



When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go 
back to get it; it shall be left for the alien [ger], the orphan, and the widow, so that the Lord 
your God may bless you in all your undertakings. When you beat your olive trees, do not strip 
what is left; it shall be for the alien [ger], the orphan, and the widow. When you gather the 
grapes of your vineyard, do not glean what is left; it shall be for the alien [ger], the orphan, 
and the widow. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I am 
commanding you to do this.  (Deuteronomy 24:17-22) 
 
In the Hebrew scripture, the people of Israel are constantly being told to remember their 
experience as aliens (and as slaves) in Egypt, and that this experience should shape the way 
they treat aliens (and slaves) in their own land. This leads me to ask: 
 

What experiences in Australia's story have shaped us as a nation? 

 

What are the experiences we need to remember and how should they shape the way we 
treat others? 

 

  



         THE L ST BIRD LOST ITS 
MOTHER. 

 

Once apon a time there was a mother bird,and a 

baby bird the mother bird loved it’s baby and thay 

played hide and seek the mother bird could not see 

the baby bird. 

The baby bird got lost and then the owner had to give it 

away and got back to it,s lovly Mother. 

 The end                       lowenna. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are God’s servants 

Gifted with dreams and visions 

Upon you rests the grace of God like flames of fire 

Love and serve the Lord in the strength of the Spirit 

May the deep peace of Christ be with you 

The strong arms of God sustain you 

and the power of the Holy Spirit 

strengthen you in every way 

 

Amen 

 


