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We acknowledge that we know, grow and go on the land of which the people 

of the Kulin Nations have been custodians since time immemorial.  We 

honour this history and commit ourselves to reconciliation between all 

people, the land and the Creator Spirit. 

 

 
 
 
Please consider financially supporting the Seeds Network 
 
As part of formalising (a little!) the structure of our network and 
creating some accountability and transparency we have decided to 
open an account, auspiced by Saltbush Community Initiatives Inc, 
which is an incorporated association set up the mob in Bendigo. Not 
only does this help offset the cost of phone calls, petrol, photocopying, 
etc. but also potentially supports someone to be able to give some of 
their best energy to our cause - i.e. Talitha! 
 
Contributions/tithes can be made to: 
 
Saltbush Community Initiatives Inc 
Reference: "Seeds Network" 
BSB - 633000 
Account - 131922296 
 

Please note that these contributions are NOT tax deductible. 

  



 

“It can only be that God begins in a small way, at one single place in the world. There 
must be a place, visible, tangible, where the salvation of the world can begin: that is, 
where the world becomes what it is supposed to be according to God’s plan. 
Beginning at that place, the new thing can spread abroad, but not through 
persuasion, not through indoctrination, not through violence. Everyone must have the 
opportunity to come and see. All must have the chance to behold and test this new 
thing. Then, if they want to, they can allow themselves to be drawn into the history of 
salvation that God is creating. Only in that way can their freedom be preserved. What 
drives them to the new thing cannot be force, not even moral pressure, but only the 
fascination of a world that is changed.”                   - Fr  Gerhard Lohfink 

Welcome to the first crack at a Seeds Newsletter - we’ll say up front that this 
is a “by the people, for the people” type-vibe so please start to be mindful of 
what creative contributions are happening in your mob that might have 
something to offer the Network, its Companions and any travellers on the 
Way: photos, reflections, stories, bible studies, drawings... anything that 
shares kingdom stories from your neighbourhood and offers a glimpse of the 
small place where God begins. 

Most of you know we have a document floating around with some proposed 
structure and roles - we’d still love to receive any feedback/input to that 
discernment that you have.  Some of the Elders being named in our cloud of 
witnesses includes: Greg Hewson, Jono and Kim Cornford, the Hursts,  Lindy 
Croucher, the Breakwater Community, Ross and Alison Langmead, Anne 
Wilkinson-Hayes, Keith Bryant, Jane & Steve Hope, people from the 
Bruderhoff community... these are just some of those who have played a 
significant role in our journey from resourcing to reconciliation – are there  
others important  to your mob who we might approach to play a role as a 
councillor to the Seeds Network? 

We hope this offering blesses, amuses, inspires and encourages you in your 
“good work”...  

Taurikura, Talitha 
have peace



Seeds: City 

     We have really enjoyed a greater sense of proximity in the city this year, 
with Dave and Andreana moving into an apartment on the edge of the CBD, 
and one of our regular Thursday night dinner guests moving into stable 
accommodation in Carlton after a long time of seeking this out – we are 
thankful along with him for his newfound sense of home and security. To 
celebrate a greater sense of proximity we held the inaugural Seeds:City 
progressive dinner; starting at Central House with dips, cheeses and other 
local Vic Market delights, followed by delicious Mexican wraps as we 
squeezed into Dave and Andreana’s lounge room, then  delectable fruit 
crumble à la the famous Steve Webb and his new abode in Carlton, and finally 
coffee at the Indigenous Hospitality House. The only way we could possibly 
have fitted in such a sumptuous feast was to take a leisurely stroll between 
our houses between each course! This is sure to become at least an annual 
event on the Seeds:City calendar as a relaxing night full of food and laughter 
was had by all. 

     It is also humbling to be extended the gift of hospitality by a couple of our 
friends who live in boarding houses around the inner-city. We have again 
been privileged to be able to experience a meal hosted in their homes on a 
few occasions this year. This is just one example of how a few of our regular 
dinner guests have come to find a deeper sense of community and 
confidence as they have connected with us, opening up their own homes and 
contributing more to the discussions in our input times each fortnight. 

     Remembering birthdays and finding ways to mark and celebrate them has 
become an important ritual for us reminding us of the fullness of life and 
hope promised in Christ. Our good mate John turned 50 this year and it was 
wonderful to be able to celebrate his 50 years with him. He has been a steady 
foundation for our mob, a shining light of encouragement, positivity and 
generosity and a constantly humbling and inspiring example of faithful and 
deep discipleship – John lives out the Seeds covenant better than most of us! 

     We were also able to gather alongside Gin and Jeff’s broader family and 
friends to celebrate Maya Grace Nelson’s first birthday and dedication, lead in 
celebration and thanksgiving by Marcus. Welcoming Maya into the mob has 
brought a new dynamic and she is growing to be well-loved (almost as well-
loved as the little Level 9 dog Mr McGee!!), and to offer her own unique 



contributions to the mob. You can’t deny the value a small child’s simplicity, 
joy and innocence can play in a community like ours where experiences of 
children are often few and far between. We thank God for the life of Maya 
and all that she brings. 

    Our fortnightly dinners continue to “welcome the stranger” more and 
more, and like other mobs, now face the dilemma of how to manage the 
logistics of this in small city spaces, as well as how to keep the value of the 
small seed as we grow. 

Please pray for: 

-wisdom as we discern how to manage our growth in numbers to fortnightly 
dinners in ways that continue to uphold the values of the covenant. 

- a deep, fulfilling and long-lasting sense of friendship and community for 
those who are part of our fortnightly dinners who experience ongoing, deep 
loneliness. 

-new Central House residents as they settle in to a life of mission with Urban 
Seed and learn to live out the values of the Seeds covenant alongside us. 

Gin 

 
  



 

 
Dates for 2013 

  
 
 

Seeds Retreat  Days 
 

6 April, Footscray 
8 June, Bendigo 

14 September, City 
23-24 Nov, Seeds Bush Bash  

 
 

Seeds Retreat @ Adekate 
 

9-11 August 
 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Written by Sarah, use children’s books as a place to start having a conversation  

with your kids about God and how we think of him.  
 

   

What’s important to the tree/boy? 

In your relationship with God was there ever a time of fun and play? 

How would you describe their relationship later in life? 

What does the boy worry about? What are your worries? How does the tree respond 

to these worries? How does God respond to these? 

The boy is always moving away from the tree.  Are you moving away or toward God? 

What sort of tree is it? How would you describe this tree? 

How do you think the tree thinks/ feels about the boy? 

How do you think the boy thinks/feels about the tree? 

How did the tree feel when the boy changed? 

How did the boy feel toward the tree when he changed? 

How does the tree respond to the change in the boy? 

In the end their relationship has changed but companionable none the less. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by Talitha, this has been used as an intro for community prayers at Wednesday night dinner, as a 
call to confession around the communion table and for a conflict resolution process. May it encourage you 

and be of service in your community. 

  

 

I put my piece of truth  

on the table next to yours 

like puzzle pieces 

we turn them 

discuss from different angles 

try and see how or if 

they can fit together. 

To take out a piece of your heart 

and put it on the table 

creates a vulnerability 

raw and scraped by our conversation 

the focus seems to be on the hard edges 

rather than the big picture. 

There is no easy fit here. 

But we have been able to view  

one another’s pieces with some 

tenderness and find the grace 

to wait for the pieces in between 

to fall into place. 

You pass my piece back. 

It feels lighter somehow  

and holds a little warmth  

from being held in your hand. 



Seeds: Footscray 
  Another year down and another begins! The Footscray mob welcome 
Anthony, Ruth and Isaac as covenanted members which takes our numbers to 
16 (6 kids). 2012 was a hard year for many with a lot on our plates but we all 
seemed to survive and achieve a fair bit in the process. Wednesday night 
dinner, Newmarket Baptist Church, Urban Seed fun runs, junior cricket, 
quaker prayer services, youth programs in Flemington and Shared 
Abundance-style fruit picking - these are many of the things Seeds Footscray 
got involved in during 2012.  

  And sometimes I ask myself, 'how can we keep doing all this? Aren't we 
doing too much? Is this a psalm 127 thing where the work is wasted?' These 
are all good questions we need to keep asking. As time goes by and situations 
evolve not all of the things we did last year will fixture big in 
2013. Unfortunately we're a hungry bunch at Seeds Footscray and unless we 
are wise or very, very holy our ability to endure the activities we commit to 
will be tested yet again! Thank goodness that Jesus is a God that feeds and 
leads his people. When we're tired and drained God is faithful to step in and 
inspire us with love that says, "these people are worth suffering for." It is only 
with this love that we will be sustained to do all of these things with 
energy. Marcus summed up our scenario well to me last night when he said 
to me, "well, you're a loyal bastard - (but) you're like a sad, old dog." We need 
God! May he lead us to wise self-assessment of our capabilities so we can 
invest in others richly.  

  Please pray for us, we need to look forwards to the future as we sow seeds 
in the lives of people. We need to see that one day God will have grown them 
into massive, amazing trees. We have good people in Seeds Footscray and I'm 
privileged and happy to live with them. One day they'll all be the most 
amazing creations and thankfully they're pretty bloody good already! May our 
commitments to each other be strong this year because we are all worth the 
cost. May our lives be zesty because that is the spirit of the generous God and 
he calls us to be full of life. And may we live passionately for the future 
kingdom; where the forest is full, the surf curls and every meal is a feast with 

chicken parmas, chips and bourbon! Nat



May we Grow Home 
 
God our holy community of gracious hospitality, in the midst of our homelessness 
you extend us an invitation to Grow Home. Help us to be a people who grow a rich 
sense of home. Let us teach each other the danger of wealth and the freedom of 
economic sharing. May the poor always be with us. Teach us the power and beauty of 
our bodies; fidelity with your wild creativity and respect for the sacred connections of 
your Spirit, our bodies and all creation. Teach us how to eat slow so that our 
eyes may be opened to your presence through the breaking of bread. Extend to us no 
privilege other than that of Christian equality, teaching us the art of mutual 
submission. Grant us wisdom to know what laws to break and how to give of 
ourselves with the same passion with which you lived and died. 

 
Lord hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer 
 
May we Know the Word 
 
May we know the stories of a God who re-creates a fallen world, not just ancient 
words on a page but the living Spirit of Christ among us. Teach us how to choose our 
stories and story our choices; how to spin a life giving yarn and to listen for your voice 
in silence and Sabbath rest. Teach us to meditate and pray so that we may experience 
your love and cling to hope in the midst of failure, suffering and adversity. 

 
Lord hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer 
 
May we Go Engage 
 
May we have the confidence to engage our troubled world. To speak truth to the 
powers and to each of us. To name and cast out that which is evil in our world and 
within, through militant nonviolence. Teach us the arts of hospitality, mercy and 
forgiveness. May we know how to negotiate the streets and danger by learning every 
community safety trick; and having done this, when and how to risk it all for the sake 
of love. Teach us the good work of love as the only true measure of success. And 
because each of us will fail, in the midst of our brokenness, may we know and share 
your healing power; your gracious hospitality to us. 

 
Lord hear us 
All: Lord hear our prayer   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are God’s servants 

Gifted with dreams and visions 

Upon you rests the grace of God like flames of fire 

Love and serve the Lord in the strength of the Spirit 

May the deep peace of Christ be with you 

The strong arms of God sustain you 

and the power of the Holy Spirit  

strengthen you in every way 

 

Amen 

  



Seeds: Bendigo 
The Seeds Bendigo mob is looking to build on a constructive year in 2012 with 
some explorations of new directions and a desire to connect even more 
deeply with neighbours and others. 

Last year was good for the group – there were certainly some solid 
encouragements alongside the ongoing quiet sharing of people’s struggles 
that is central to why we live and work together in Long Gully. 

The fortnightly Gully Gathering has been a highlight, with a noticeable lift in 
the sense of ownership felt by the locals who come.  We started a “bring 
something to share” arrangement for the meal that follows the service and 
this has worked a treat.  We never quite know what will be on the table, but 
there’s generally enough! 

We have also welcomed a number of new faces as visitors during the year 
and regulars have been willing to contribute to the services on a rostered 
basis. This has been a real blessing and the sense of community at Gully 
Gathering is the strongest it’s been.    

We ran a few special events at St Matthew’s last year and these went off well.  
A Mission Festival in conjunction with Cornerstone featured Mick Duncan as 
guest speaker and drew a sizeable crowd.  Similarly, a Garden Festival 
organised together with the Cornerstone community provided a varied 
program of workshops and activities and turned out to be an enjoyable day. 

One other effort was an evening forum in which Anglican Bishop of Bendigo 
Andrew Curnow and Dave had their say on the future shape of the church.  
There were plenty of questions and comments from the audience and lots of 
chat over coffee later! 

Our relationships with local residents continue to bring us both joy and 
testing.  These can perhaps be typified by the example of one family who are 
an integral and valued part of our community life.  This couple are committed 
attenders at almost everything that happens at St Matthew’s and see 
themselves very much as part of the furniture.  The dad is an enthusiastic 
volunteer in the community garden and refers to those shifts as his “work”.  
He even wears his high-vis vest to prove it! 

go 



The “Out of the Box” Toy Library has chalked up a strong year.  From its start 
in August 2011, the library – run by Delwyn and Anthea – now has 35 active 
members and is steadily becoming better known around town. This year, the 
hope is that we might see growth in the community ownership of this 
initiative. 

In 2013, there are some slight changes in personnel.  Those covenanting again 
are Dave and Kylie (who first arrived in Long Gully in 2005), Peter and Delwyn 
(2006), Ali and Di (2008), Colin and Anthea (2011) and BJ, aka Bronwyn 
(2012). 

In January, Lindy moved to her new home at Heathcote.  Our Companions for 
this coming year are Paula Glassborow, Ben Winspear and Cameron and 
Amanda Turnbull (with kids Ollie, Henry and Lachlan) will be living out Know, 
Grow, Go from a teaching post at the Santa Teresa Aboriginal Community 
near Alice Springs. 

The group’s hopes for 2013 include a greater focus on prayer and our spiritual 
journeys, seeing growth in our numbers and connecting more meaningfully 
with potential Companions and other groups who use the St Matthew’s 
building. 

Another initiative we have in mind is to incorporate Godly Play into Gully 
Gathering on a monthly basis.  Delwyn has been part of a small group 
presenting Godly Play sessions at a spiritual retreat centre in Bendigo weekly 
during school terms since 2007. 

Attracting up to 18 children at times and running for 90 minutes, these 
sessions have been powerful in telling stories of the faith in a structured, yet 
imaginative, way.  We are planning a cut-down version for our services which 
will, hopefully, draw in new families. 

 Dave is also leading our thinking on the idea of creating more formal links 
with the local Anglican diocese and some different ways in which Urban Seed 
and the Bendigo mob might work profitably together. 

Please keep Bendigo in your thoughts and prayers and stay in touch!   
 

 Colin 

 


